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Teaching 

 

Introduction to Animal Physiology and Development.  (1983-1999, yearly).  100-450 students.   

This was part of a 3-quarter introductory biology course for pre-professional students.  It featured four 

lectures per week and weekly laboratory sections.  I received the university’s Distinguished Teaching Award 

as an Assistant Professor for my work in this course. 

Undergraduate Neuroscience Major (University of Washington).  In 1998 I collaborated with the late professors 

Wayne Crill (Chair, Physiology and Biophysics) and Bill Catterall (Chair, Pharmacology) to create an 

undergraduate neuroscience major.  We obtained competitive internal funding from the university that 

provided seven faculty positions (FTEs) and other expenses.  I designed the curriculum for this program and 

then acted as Director and taught the introductory course (see below) from 1999-2022. 

Cellular and Synaptic Neuroscience.  (1999-2022, yearly)  40-70 students.  This is the first course taken by all 

students in the Neuroscience Major and consists of four lectures per week and weekly laboratory sections.  I 

received a teaching award from the undergraduate Mortarboard Society for my work in this course.   

Advanced Neuroscience.  (2019-2022, yearly)  60-80 students.  This is the upper-division neuroscience course for 

Biology majors and covers both cellular and systems neuroscience.  It consists of two lectures per week and 

weekly discussion sections. 

Introduction to the Brain for non-Scientists.  (2019-2022, yearly)  60-80 students.  This is a course designed to 

introduce non-science majors to the brain.  Two lectures per week and weekly discussion sections.  I co-

taught this course with Prof. Thomas Daniel in the Biology Department. 

The Biology of Human Consciousness.  (2014-2024, yearly).  25 students.  This is a special course for incoming 

freshmen at the University of Washington, administered by the College Dean’s Office as part of their College 

Edge Program.  Four sessions per day, 2.5 hrs each, for four weeks.  The aim of the course was to introduce 

students to neuroscience, including anatomy and physiology as well as higher functions of the human brain.  

We were also charged with preparing students for the rigor of university-level courses. 
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